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7 Plain Truth: Or, a Repreſentation of the real 


/* Cauſe of all our National Diſa appointments and 
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Ezxchirl, Chap. vii, ver. 14. 


T hey have Ihn the trumpet, even to make al! 
ready; but none goeth to the battle: for, my 
ee, 7s upon all the multitude thereof. 


commendation: of | hiſtory, that it ſerves 
not only to record great actions and great 
names, but alſo to make us acquainted with 
human nature, to bring us to the knowledge 
of men; or, in the modern phraſe, to teach 
us to know the world. —And indeed this is a 
very valuable acquiſition, . when conſidered as 
a means either to excite our emulation by the 
worthy. examples of our fore-fathers, or by a 
view of their overſights and miſtakes to reclify 
our own conduct. 
But, of all hiſtories, none is s comparable for 
utility in theſe reſpects, to thoſe ancient re- 
cords the hiſtories of the BIBLE. 
In theſe, we are taught to obſerve, not b 
the actions of men, but the correſpondent 
tranſactions of providence; and are thereby 
inſtructed, from infallible authority, how to 
avoid thoſe errors and misfortunes, which 
common hiſtorians leave either unſatisfactorily 
accounted for, or, at beſt, to the uncertain 
judgment of mere human prudence to cor- 
rect.— Such, too, are the variety of incidents 
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(4) 
in holy writ, that, were it but ſtudied as it 
ought, there could ſcarce any caſe happen for 
which on mi ght not findia ſuitable direction 
gn ſome paralle relation of the inſpired writers. 
Hence, what the wiſe man'obſerved of this 
lower World, is moſt eminently true of the 
holy ſcriptures; and one may be bold to affism, 
that as zhere is nothing new under the ſun, ſo 
whoever” attentively reads thoſe ſacred pages, 
will find nothing nemo or — in afly 
>d of our ſudlunary exiſtence. KO 30 

The words of my text are, in part, a proof 
af this. For, ſuppoſing EZ ECHL to have 
lived but in theſe our days to have conſidered 
our many mighty preparations, our formidable 
armaments and abortive attempts; what more 
proper, more deſcriptive words could he have 
made uſe of, when ſpeaking in the name of 
the Almighty, than theſe? they have /biown the 
trumpet, even to make all ready ; but none 'goeth to 
"the battle: for, my wratb is "Upon all Ihe: niulti- 

tude thereof. 4117 ni vnn 
Here, indeed, though our Siſborodr is ex- 
actly enough deſcribed, it is yet very differently 
ceconmed for, from” whus: we could ever ex- 
to find it in any common hiſtorian, how- 
ever feithful and preciſe.— The very beſt of 

theſe will always endeavor, in ſome! degree, 
to flatter the opinions of thoſe he writes for; 


and will impute every misfortune, difappoint- 


ment and miſtake, to any cauſe, rather than 
to the only true and original one. Accord- 
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(3) 
ingly; in his account of things, we may natu- 
rally expect to read of ea councils; and diſt 
honeſt ſtateſmen; of wrong choice, undue prefer 
rence, iniquitous connections; and want of capa- 
city or ability, of courage or imegrity, in com- 
manders, Fc. Aid, in this manner, we may 
conceive him to account for the ruinous ſtate 
of our affairs; and the; pg of a brave and 
| This, it must be confeſſed; 83 be both 
plauſible and flattering ; and could not fail of 
being well received by thoſe, who (for this 
very reaſon,” becauſe themſelves are delin- 
quents) would gladly fix 18 blame _ 


ne 
But, all this: while: het root of the anttter 


Temains untouched, and- nothing is advanced 
-which may any way direct us to a radical cure 


of our political diſorders; all that has been 


faid tending only to throw the entire blame 


on thoſe in power. —But, theſe, if they muſt 
be conſidered as cauſes (as it is but too proba- 
ble they are) are, however, but ſecondary cauſes; 


the energy of which might have been either 


revented, -or controuled to our advantage by 
the direction of providence had we, the mul- 
titude, been leſs cmq—— It's men * 
retion, 
We want not then to be pur in bd Aer 
of our diſappointments, or their reproach ; but 


to be acquainted with the true ſources, the real 
grounds and reaſons of them ; that knowing 
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whence they ſpring, we may be the better en- 
abled to prevent the occaſions of them for the 
time to comm. 


Let us ſee hog TE — F DI the 1 FRO 


pet, even to make all things ready; but none goeth 


to the battle—and why ?—For this plain, this 

ſufficient, ' this undeniable reaſon—becauſe the 

'aorath of God is upon all the multitude thereof. 
This, after all, is what one would think we 


were already, in ſome degree, ſenſible of; or, 
our ſuperiors would never have enjoined a day 


of public humiliation, nor we ourſelves affect 
ſo ſolemn an obſervance of it. But what? — Is 
there any charm in ſetting apart one day in the 
year for confeſſion of our ſins, and the depre- 
cation of the divine vengeance? and do we 


think the Almighty altogether ſuch a one as our- 
ſelves, to be pleaſed with outward. ceremony, 


or appeaſed with a few fair words? — Truly, 
if we conſider our ſolemn faſts, thoſe, I mean, 


that are already paſt, together with the incon- 


ſiftency of our ſubſequent behaviour, we may 
ſeem, in ſome meature, to juſtify the perver/e- 
neſs of that people, who refuſe to appear occa- 


ſionally devout, leſt, with the generality, they 


ſhould be thought to eſteem the neceſſity of de- 
votion hkewiſe to be no more than occaſional. 
Tis to the laſt degree diſingenuous and 


abſurd, to imagine that the ſolemnity of one or 
of ſeveral days devotion, ſhould be ſufficient to 


atone for a general and almoſt continual tranſ- 


greſſion:—or, that, baun g the ſolemn aſembling 
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TP) 
of ourſelves together, there ſhould not every day 
be as great reaſon for living ſoberly righte- 
ouſly and religiouſly according to the 20:// of 
God, as for living ſo one day, or for ſeveral 
days, in obedience to a royal proclamation, or 
the orders of a human gſiablſſiment. 


Z _ 'Tis not then the want of a ſpeczous appear- 
* ance, or of a rigid compliance with occaftonal 


ſolemnities, ſo much as the want of obegzence, 
of bolineſs and integrity in our habitual deport- 
ment, which has ſeparated between. us and our 
God has cauſed him 70 turn bis face from us; 
and made his wrath to reſt upon the multitudt. 
Tis this has occaſioned the trumpet to ſound, 
even to make all ready, while none goeth to the bat- 
tle: or, if we go, that we are made to turn our 
backs upon our enemies, ſo that they which hate us, 
ſpoil our goods; and our enemies laugh us to ſcorn. 
To be convinced of this, permit me to con- 
ſider a fero particulars in our general conduct, 
ſuch eſpecially as we are moſt apt to cenſure in 
our ſuperiors; and which, in their own nature, 
are moſt apt to contribute to the ruin of a peo- 
ple— not only as they provoke the divine ven- 
geance; but as, in the common courſe of things, 
they are ſubverſive of every ſocial eftabliſhment,— 
And here, what mouth is not open againſt a 
fſelfih venal diſpoſition, and want of public ſpi- 
rit ?—Is not this the cry of the multitude? 
And do we not too frequently attribute our ill 
4 ſucceſs as a nation, to theſe things in our go- 
3 wernors?—PBut, in the mean time, let us reflet 
1 | 4 
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a little Are not the ſame ſordid vices, thi 


fame /elf/b narrow ſpirits to be found (in a 


moſt emment and moſt notorious degree) among 
the complainants themſelves? Do not we-our- 
ſelves, look for the like pitifal gains, every one 


from bis own quarter *—Surely, it becomes us 


to avoid that opprobrium, which we are ſo in- 
confiderately zealous in faſtening upon others. 


But, inſtead of this, do we not daily ſee that 


every man has his price? and that the virtue 
of individuals remains no longer, however 


glaring the appearance of it, than while it ſerves 


to ſupport the aſpirings of their ambition, and 
ſatisfy the cravings of their ſecret wants. — 
How eafily do the moſt noiſy patriots of mid- 
dling and lower life, vere about, according as 
their private intereſts and connections happen 
to direct Not only a place or penſion, or lu- 
crative employment, but even empty titles (and 


thoſe too, God knows! not always of the 


greateſt note) nay, even a morſel of bread is 
ſufficient to blind our eyes; and to make us 
let fall that integrity we are fo ſealouſſy con- 
cerned to uphold in the hands of 7hoſe in prever. 
Let, if we addreſs each ſingly O what 


'zeal! O what care for the public good! What 
calls for juſtice, for reformation, and national 
regard! And who but we for honourable men 


And, indeed, ſuch and ſo great are the general 


praiſes and encomiums on integrity, that one 


would imagine the nation to be made up of 
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none but patriots; and that the multitude b 


were all—all honourable men. 
Among theſe, however, if vrecdurſt ven- 
tur to: be familiar with them, we ſhall find, 
not only prieſts ſpeaking. ſmooth things, (propheſy- 
ing 'deceits and loving) the rewards of utrighteouſ- 
neſs; but thoſe: likewiſe who invite to this, and 
love 20 bave it ſa: not only the rich oppreſſing 


the pour, the higher: tyrannizing over the lower ; 


but, even among theſe lover, men devouring 
defrauding and: circumventing one another; 
and hand joining in hand to ſtrengthen themſeiues 
in their wickedneſs — Then, as to our endea- 
vauring 7 promote: the proſperity aur country, 
how many are there not vho ſet themſelves to 
do juft:the revenſe Do the wheels of 2 
ment move ſow, how many are there not, 

even while they pretend to wet well to enger our 
Sion, who endeavor all they can, in ſecret, to 
unhinge the whole, and to add affliction to tbe 
2 of. ther people? In wrhoſe very counte- 
nahces one may read a malignant joy gawz'd 
thinly-over with expreffions of concern, upon 


every event that ariſes to trouble. Jfrael? 
Hence, that ſpirit of anarchy tumult and 


diſarder, which has ſo/ lately faltet through 


the land! Hence, too, the diſeramion of our 
cbuncils, and the cenfufſon of our meaſures and 


bag, ago mn ni n 117 von of © 
In theſe circumſtances, the trumpet indeed 
may found, even to male all ready-—but, what 


The 


(10) 
The wrath of God is, evidently, upon the * 
fude—how ſhould they Proſper? -l o 
But what then, are all gone out of the way? 
Seat olinbined to — that deſtruction 
they would be thought to dread? God forbid 
Vet, in the mean time, tis but too true, that 
the generality of us act as if we thus intended: 
a ſpirit of Felſfemeſi i is gone out into the midſt 
of the people; and an almoſt univerſal want 
of public ſpirit ſeems to be the great moral, de- 
fed in the characters of all ranks and degrees 
| of men. | uh 
Hence, all thoſe Al Hicks: ee diſhoneſt 
arts in our common dealings with each other | 
Hence it is, that be eye f the needy fails be- 
fore the rich, and that the poor languiſbeth for 
bread in the midſt of plenty. Or; to expreſs 
myſelf in the words of the inſpired pen- men, 
hence ate our houſes filled with violence, und our 
'chambers with wrong; and that ſo * 1 
Jar with the ſpoils of the oppreſſed. 
That theſe are not vain imaginations, van 
torical flouriſhes, | or the mere declamations of 
a-preacher; is too evident from the cries of 
thoſe, who (tho perhaps of no greater inte- 
grity themſelves) are yet filling our ears with 
the voice of murmur and complaint.— If any, 
then, would deny the charge; he muſt firſt be 
able to prove, that even in common trade, in or- 
dinary bufmeſs, there are yet no falſe balances in 
the ' houfe' of "the wicked, no bags of | deceitful 
r that there are no defrauding in onr 
: 5 markets, 
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markets, nor abomination in our ſtreets. But; 


alas! who durſt ſay thus, when the very res 

verſe of all this is ſo manifeſtly apparent. 
Inſtead, then, of denying, excuſing, or ex- 

tenuating ſuch guilt, ought we not to take 


ſhame upon ourſelves, and to confeſs; that vio- 
* lence is riſen up into a rod of wickedneſs; that 


the time ſeems, indeed, to be come, that the 
buyer ſhall not rejoice,- nor the ſeller return to that 
which is ſold; but that wrath is upon all the 


multitude thereof, —Well, then, may we de- 


mand attention of ome, in the words of the 
prophet Amos,—Hear ye this, O ye that fwal- 


_ low up the needy, even to make the poor of the 


land to fail, ſaying, when will the Fans be 
gone that we may ſell corn? and the ſabbath; that 
we may ſet forth wheat, making the Ephab (the 
meaſure). ſmall, and the ſhekel (or the price) 
great, and falfifying the ballances by deceit ? That 
we. may buy the poor for ſilver, and the needy for 


a pair of ſole; I N tbe. refaje of the 


wheat £ + 
I weld alk. now, do not our Ae burn 


within us, at the words of this reproach ?. And 


muſt not the reſpective conſciences of many 


recoil upon them; and ſay to each—18 it not 
J? If this then be the real fact with too many 
among us, what have we not to fear? Shall I 
not. vifit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord? Shall 
not my foul be avenged on ſuch a nation as. this? 


May we not fear that tbe Lord hath ſworn, as 
hs once did, by the — of. Nane, ſurely, I 


will 
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46 75 5 
will never forget any.of their warks.—Shall not 
the land then tremble for this, and 33 


mourn that dwelleth therein ; teſt it rife up wholly 


and be caſt. out and fark, as by the 


floog, 
And of 22 We are indeed, made a ſhew 


of. faſting and mourning year after year; but, 


have we at all turned from the evil of our dbings, 


undone the heavy burt bens, or let the oppreſſed go 


free? On the contrary, we ſeem to have grown 


obſtinate in our wickedneſs, and, by heap- 
ing tranſgreffion upon tranſgreffion, have ſnned 
yet more againſt the Moſt High. For this, the arm 
of the Lird is flretched out flill, and bis anger is 
nat departed from AS. 


We feed, tis true, upon the buſts of rek- : 


gion ; ; but the kerne/s, the more ſubſtantial du- 
ties of it (judgment mercy and truth). we ſet at 
nought. We require /ine upon line, and pre- 
cept upon precept; and, upon faſt days, eſpecially 
the days of the more ſolemn aſſembly, for ſermon 
upon ſerman: yet theſe, if not afterwards neg- 
lected and deſpiſed, are, in the words of the 
prophet, only as a very lovely ſong , one that 
bath a pleaſant voice, and can play well an an in- 
Arument; for we hear the words, but, do them not. 
But, farther ; not only for a ſelſſb diſpoſi- 


tion, a want of public fic, and the diſhoneſt 


arts more immediately conſequent thereupon, 
does tbe. land mourn; but likewiſe for the ini- 


"quitouſneſs of our cunnectiaus, and the undue in- 


Jwence we exerciſe over one another, to Wu. 


the 


F<, 


2 


encotrugel and Efended, that we not only bol. 


fett our perſonal” intereſt, and we have a 4 A c 5 


neighbour, or a relative 0 00 the ſan e family, : 
any intereſt. with Him in the fame role ion ; 
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5 e * inte ſer Frving, to usbers trau preffion, to 
een offenders and pre ent the 15 artial ad- 
miniſtration of j ſultick. But, what—this is a 
charge which 15 been heavily laid upon out 


fu Per i and! is It to be laid Vikewif? upon the 


multetude ? upon vs, who are ſo im )atl ient. for 


che 7eformation of abüſes in higher He? Should 


this be thoug ht to require e an anſwer, ſeek but 
in the next Pariſh, or the next rell, T had al- 


moſt faid in the next v, and you will find, 


chat iniquities to be punr/hed by 125 ul er are. 
not only gonni ved at, but omen actually 
low the multitude to do evil, but that ler 2 
themſelves are too often upheld d by the ulli 
2. IS there any flagrant enormity Steel, 
10000 Public injury offered the e 18 
di it doe of immediately and ſenſibly 


fectic with the delingi u, either as 4 riend, : 
al 
what pains are not taken, and endeau e 2 uſed, | 
to ſecrete, excuſe or, extenuate the offen ce? 20d 
even, not ſeldom, parties formed, entirel rely'to e 16 ex 
culj te the offender? | HE * 
o'this,” in a god riivifure; is is Glide, the 
continilatice- of thoſe, public frauds” already 
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CE) 
complained of, which nat only provoke: the 
divine vengeance, but in their own nature tend 
to the A ruction of every national community. 
To this, in ſhort, are owing all thoſe iniqni- 
tous combinations, that artiſicial dearth, that in- 


famous ſearcity, which even the rich muſt feel, 


and the poor lament; and which none but thoſe 
harpies of hell can uphold, who fill their bellies 
with their 11D. way. ure, while they inhumanly 


fuck out no ſmall advantage from the people, on 


account of that want which they themſelves 
have occaſioned. 

But, beſides theſe, other weighty. accuſa- 
tions are brought againſt the men of power, 
and they are charged with Juxury and indelence, 
with a ſpirit of zdleneſs and deſtructiue diſſiba- 
tion, which, ſay ſome, are the cauſe, and a 
very/ ent cauſe, of all our public Jet wh 


at theſe vices are extravagantly indulged, 


to to the neglect of every ſalutary meaſure for the 


+ «© «FX 


publ! IG. welfare, is too true to be denied; and 
that. theſe, of themſelves, arc a very /# ſu efficient 


cauſe of our miſcarriages in public affairs, muſt | 


be likewiſe allowed. : 

But, in the mean time, how do the RATS 
tude; how do we ourſelves behave, under a ſenſe 
of theſe things: While the envied great, ones 
ſpend their fortunes in vice and extravagance, 

o ue enjoy ours with temperance? or employ 
them in ding good to thoſe around us? Do we 


tetrench all unneceſſary and vicious expence, in 


ooder to maintain our cwn families and relieve 
thoſe 
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thoſe: thoſe. that are in want? ,Afe, we as 4 
duous and induſtrious. as we oughtt in our re- 
ſpective callings, while we blame the 7ndolence 
and; inacłiuity of thoſe above url —And while 
we cenſure x Br: ſpirit of gaming and difpation 
that appears in others, are not many of us in- | 
volved, as far as our humbler connections will 
admit, in the ſame baneful practices, and un- 
der the kke condemnation! And, as an incon- 
teſtible proof that we are really fo, are we not 
| oo offended ene, preſs at the bum 
of it? WL 
Yet, ſuffer we . fark: at leaſt in this 
place: conſidering that plain truth is not fre- 
paces: to be met with, or attended to, e ſowhere. 
Well indeed would it be, if in any place, or at 
any time, theſe things were properly 255 ta Heart: 
but what hopes of this, while propbaneneſi 
and irreligion aſſume the ſeat of ſcorners?— 
And here again is another of the demerits of 
high life, another cauſe of Public misfortunes. — 
But, alas! how frongly does it not operate 
likewiſe among thoſe of all-conditions, even 
to the loweſt claſs?—Are not ſenſeleſs oaths and 
blaſphemous execrations, fooliſh filthy and pro- 
As jeſtings, to be met with among ber ſos 
of all ranks, inferiors as well as ſuperiors? And 
for inattention, impatience, diſguſi and negli in 
religious matters, are there not even Laune 
on a level with their. betters?- * 
All this is not ſaid with the jeatbdebgit to ex- 
erke the h1gher orders of men, of whom, 
as 


"3 


(16) 
4s much ks gn * much is and will be 
tequited— only to remind us, that ſince he 
ourſelyes know 19 well What is e and 
wrong in he conduct of hers, we Hould be 
care to amend bur OWN. his is our own 

concern; our own more immedrate 
vince; ” We may Frequieritly command and or! 
der our nn Ang; but the actions of & 00 
Are not Men in our power: nay, if thi - were 
would ignif) #1: to the'ptofpetity of the fe, 
the'genera th of Born WW fall neg to\ 
reform themſetv Foes. It muſt be a general, x 2 
mak RTOR Arion, which alöne can röduce 
a ener and national ns pENIT V. Indeed tfid 
gion and virtue even of i feed indi viduals, 
med, Tometimes,' 74/pite tile deſtruction of \ 
community, 'through' the Jotcial mercy and fa- 
_ your of providerice. | But, yet, when itreli- 
Zion and vice are once epidemical, the wor 
1 7415 h vftly | be feared; as, in tliat caſe, the 
od muſt needs be upon the multifude 
oi if. Oh the contrary, wert once the 2 
” the'| 1555 reformed; as many, at leaft, as 
e wiſe enough tb-ſec the faults of their i 4 
FITS; e ſoon expect that the Altnig 
whoſe hands are the harte of kings, by hum 
ings reign and princes decree Juſtice, would then 
Wy the matter into his Hands, and Tele our 
Fnators wiſdom. 
Let us remember, that Wa m iſt 
no underſtanding” nor counſel againſt the 
and inſtead of putting our truft'in princes; 25 
any 
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(17) 
child of man, inſtead of making fleſh our 
_ or LT even in the wiſe Eon 
the moſt Age and popular Abithopbel, let 
us, by our future behaviour, endeavor to ren- 
der HIM 2 who alone i Is Pk . 


earth yp up, and the e ey, e 
againſt us; ps lord of hoſts would be with . 
the God f Jacob , be our refug, e. Then 
would our fear our confuſion and reproach be 
turned upon our enemies: athouſand Gould flee 
at the rebuke of one; at the rebuke of ſtue ſhould 
they flee—At leaſt, from the blood of the Jain our 
Fwords would not return empty; nor our con- 
de e any more er Het | 

In the. mean t time, would we have W188 
N — above | Are we deſirous of able miniſters, 
honeſt ſtateſmen, men of honour and integrity, 
let us our ſelves endeavor to furniſh; futh to our 
country's ſervicel Let our youth be ſo in- 
firufted, pri ncipled, and educated, as that fome 
in higher, ſome in lower life, may all be uſe 2 
members of the commonwealth, and contti- 
bute all they can to the proſperity of their peo- 
ple. Let them be fo carefully and thoraughty 
inſtructed in the ways of virtue and religion, 


that they may learn, always, fincerely:to eſteem 


and practice both; ſo diſciplined and trained, in 
the paths of obedience and integrity, that the ri- 
g generation may make fome amends, at leaſt, 
| fot 


A018) 
for the deprauity of their fatbers. But, even 
this will be impracticable, unleſs we imme- 
diately reform. aurſelues, and correct thoſe exam- 
them.—This, once earne 4 tot about, we ſhall 


find the. work proſper in our hands; and the 
Jucceſs of our endeavors to be proportionable to 


e oa; 
That ſuch a particular reformation. of indi- 
viduals in private life, would neceſſarily have 
a very happy influence on our public as well as 
private concerns; would remove the wrath 
of God from 7the multitude ; and effeftually in- 
vite his mercy to pardon, bleſs and proſper us, as 
a people, is evident even from the natural ten- 
dency of things.—Whence,. for inſtance, are 
princes taken? whence. are lords created, mi- 
mfters choſen, commanders. appointed, and e. 
ders raiſed f—Is it not from among the pRo- 
Let then but the yEoPLE reform themſelves, 
and perſevere in ſuch reformation; and we 
may hope to ſee ſuch. a conftant ſupply of. fit 
and able and honeſt men, in. the ſeveral offices 
places and employments of lite ; as will not only 
be an honour to our government, but a bulwark 
r Sig 
A people thus reformed, inſtead of taking 
delight to blacken the character of their ſupe- 
riors, debaſing their credit in order to exalt 
their own, would learn to . reverence their 
| worth; 


0 29 ? J 


worth; brighten their own Urfues, and Rare 
in their deſerts. 5 

This is a change, ſo abfelurel neceſſary to 
recover ourſelves from that ruindus ate into 
which we are fallen as a nation; that, with- 


out it, (however romantic and impructicable it 
may ſeem to be effected) we appear, in fobtr 


truth, to be an undone people, e for vengeance, 
and Aevoted to deftraction. 25 
But, to 


a natural, as well as judicial way, muſt occa- 


lion the wrath of God to be upon all the multi. 
tude thereof, and as we have, actually, hitherto, 


the trumpet in vain, and made all ready, 


While none yoeth, to any purpoſe, Fo the battles 
the great queſtion that remains to be reſolved, 


is plainly chi. by what means we may remove 
thoſe evils from among us; and, by à general, 


actual and lafiing amendment, may ſecure the 


_ favour of God; engage him to pardon aur paſt 


offences, to turn on our fide, and to ſend, not 


his zorath, but his bleſſing upon the multitude? 


But, here, methinks, I perceive mylelf pre- 


vented, by the remonſirances of thoſe, who, 
willing to "hifi the blame from themſelves, are 


defirous that thoſe in high hfe ſhould lead the. 
way to that reformation, "which they RT nt | 


are gems to * 


D 1 To 


: Fae we hte hier ſeen, that 
the true and original ſource of all our public 
misfortunes and diſappointments, are our vices 


iniquities and iII-deſerts as a people; as theſe, in 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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(=o) 
Td thear ſuch perſons talk, one would! he 
tempted to imagine, that religioniandiwviriue 
were no more than (what they are too uften 
eſteemed)''a mere kind of outward garment; 
which it dvould be umit to appear in, while out 
of faſtion, and exploded by the polite world. 
And hence it is, that men put on the appear- 


ance of penitents, juſt as they go into public 


mourning; not ſo much out of regurd to autho: 
_ or regret for the deceaſed, as becauſe it is 
able and gentcel. But, in the mean time, 


"ir would be well; if, inſtead of being ſorexceed- 
| — 2 ell bred, in matters of 
ſuc 


great, ſuch univerſal concern; we would 


I om to be a liitle more Ancere, a little more 


hearty—if inſtead af waiting for the reforma - 


tion of our ſuperiors, or needing the ſanction 
of their examples, to be honeſt and uptight 
(which by the way rather betrays 2ntere/lednefs 
than diſcovers integrity) we would ourſelves ſet 


: about practiſing ſocial virtues, forming our 


private conduct, and amending each one him- 
ſelf; we ſhould find, by a happy experience,” a 


very fenfible alteration in our proſperity as well 


as morals: and, however unworthy a few great 

ones of the earth might be, they would, at 
leaſt, be reſtrained by he ſhame of the multi- 
tude- from their more public enormities; and, 


like the ſcribes and chief prieſts of old, wild 
learn to fear, to reverence the PEOPLE... 


Now the natural conſequence of this vale 
be, that in the choice of our repreſentatives, 
9 1 our 


| abs par 

wer, ae in abe And 4 dead. 
| | by. Auſtead of - party clamotir; 
VV MERIT, true and un- 


| chen be ſet. up to pub Mer and in 
Je bew! No longer ſhd we ſee any 22 
nourublę ptoftitation« in high life, not any baſe 
or "twpmaniy ſervility in 2510.80 far otherwiſe, 
that amoition would, then, yield to integrity, 
to diligent; prime intereſt to the love 
br hntry, effeminacy"to manly courage, and 
b ſcintenit to bbediene in a word, virtue would 
over vice, and religion prevail” over 
prophinenttand iniprety; and hs * gbominations 
ofthe zun would no. longt gf ry r rt 
er, 1 9111. eng 
if chen wm een ür u che amend⸗ 
rent of mdividudFin bots fe; and if Fuch 
and fo grent would be. the effects of general re- 
formation (for, an abſolutely univerſal one, 
Hoe Wever -defirable;" is 7⁰⁰ much'to be expected) 
it mul ſurely be be a ſecret well worth enquiry, by 
obo means it may be effected. Nor are n 


71 on biu's 5 11 bag 34354, eee 


by abo natio Ec | 
into ehe 85308. eagle y. be nothing new; unleſs; p 
f haps,” they were intended w denote card playing, e 
. f but tig hardly credſbie, that people of 3 
would thus run the hazard. 15 wing their peculiar ſeaſons 
the diverſ ion \ eulgariz'd, unle St ey intend; ortly to change 
em. i 12 * 


eil ei 
LYN D 2 | alto- 


s + 
Fl 
17 
14 
17 
7 
99 
£ 
: 
* 
2 
' 
[4 
1 
1 
* 
5 
ö 1 
1 
& 
y 
q 1 
* 
= 
: 
* 
+8 
F s 2? 
* 
- 
74 
- 
: 
* 
} 
i 
. 4 
1 
1 
* : 
1 
+ 
' 
; : 
* 0 
+ i 
: | 
: 
+ i 
: 
. 
— 
1 
* 
1 
1 
5 
19 
« 3 
4 
FP 
: 
'Y 
$; 
: 
1 
5 
ih 
* 
P 
Hh 
o 
- 
17 
7 
we 
4 14 
3 
Ch 
2} 
2 
7-78 
- 5 
% # 
Fo : 
4 N 
4 . 
7. 
+" 
1 
"18 
- A 
17 
Þ 
1 
1 4 
4 3 
=_ ” 
— 4 
3 
: : 
4 
14 
19 
1 
| 
+ *0 


| wiſe, it can be 


=: 7-8 
22 {| Effet ene or inf, 


as we, at firſt, may be apt to imagine. 
—On che contrary, the refer! n _ # 
ealy en b and if it at all ſeer i 
to thoſe, w bo —— 1 
paſt feeling, or. totally irreccuer able. In e Mord. 
tis no more than eee degree. gf, the 
LOVE, and FEAR; A Cad. Fheſe are prigciples, 


which —— i entertained, would anfall- 
bly 4 influence — he productive 
of that nat im | amendment we ſhall: otherwiſe 


with lor iin, nods ble wess mods 
Whoever conſiders, that, tis the Higher 
alone that preſides quer all abe le 
earth; that he pulleth dum one and fetteth. — 
engther ; and that he often bringeth it to pais, 
that aue wicked nation is flirred-up to execute 
vengeance upon anather; and that to this pur - 
poſe he raiſeth up the ungodiy to be his mini -· 


Auers of: wrath. nh the workers iniguity— 


whoever conſiders this, muſt needs be gan- 
vinced, that, be, alone can defeat, aur. coxngfols, 
blaſt our defigns and confound ous molt, fubile de- 
vices, even againſt the, ao/k injuricus atiempts 
of our enemies that tis be. who can make our 
young men faint by the way, and out ald men 18 
lack wiſdom for the war: and, in a word, that 
tis he and none but he, who, for our manifold 
impieties and crying abominatians, has cauſed 
us to hear the vce of trembling, f fear, and 
net of peace. On the other hand, whoever con- 
ſiders what our ears have heard, and our fathers 
, have 


i. * 


(a9), 


from the hands of our enemies, who, at diffe- 
rent times, and on every ſide, have attem pted 
to ſubvert our excellent confitation both in a 
and fiate, and, to deprive us of every thing va- 
luable. both in our religious and ciuil liberties— 
whoever, I fay, confiders theſe things, can-" 
not but find reaſon to lament our manſtrous | in- 
— for ſo 
ear and undeſerved bleſſingss. 
The leaſt ii 1s diſpoſition, one would 


imagine, would have been ſufficient to make 
us loue the Lord our God, who hath already, and 


ſo freguently, done ſuch great things er us; and 
have cauſed us tp draw near to him, in the moſt 


— effdupus.,aud. incere Obedience to his 
In this manner might we reaſonably be 


Jnr? to demean ourſelves towards im, who 
alone has thus, often, ſhewen himſelf the rock 


of  qur ftrength and our mighty deliverer. 
As to the mereies of our REDEMPTION, the 
4 grace aud the hope of glery, thele (tho 
beyond comparijan, the fur greateſt. b. enen we 
have to the grtut ſupreme . Lord of heaven L 


on our minds; and appear only to be ing. 
* ich we have long ſince learnt to acknowledge 
Fiery with 


400 — bee e a and reſeued us" 


many, and: ſo. geo? ſuch r. 


earth) ſeem, I am ſorry to ſay. it, t remafe and 
ſpiritualized, to make any /enfible impreſſion 
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Ut "diet" Fur conduct n ue or benin. 

, 22 in Pfis dar Rfe, nor? ar vieh in 

pub; no Ang arts to defraud thid 

Fevenue, Höfe ſcbemen to emmbenrle te pup 
e money: oft the contrary; vit a fright 292, a 
Fogk Vail, and a fg bi wel thbuld"ah 

nder unt Ge the things tht aße U 
ud 70 Gon, the Yhings rb. ur GD - 02 516i 
Ls, de ffiould then act under a hen, ef 


Of the inſpection of an alle ring God; and With a 
Nrcere intention to 1 e duſelves, in his 


night, to his ber and prote#tion ; . Whktever 
—_ might 


wy. 
miglit be aur calling, occupatian,: office or em- 
—— we ſhould ſtill direct all tochis glory 
rde that:incans, to the advantage and proſe 
periiꝝ of ourſelves and ee that rule 
— rule with aiigence; they. that obey, 
would be, not as eye: ſer uants, Mercenary. timer 
or meremen-pleaſers, but as the ſervanuis 
of Gods. In this ſituation, what might we not 
lupe, what might we not expech:/+— The bleſ- 
ſing of the of bigb would ſecond. our endea- 
vors; and our endeavors themſelves, tend 
naturally to fecure and promote that bleſſing. 
No longer ſhould we ſound the trumpet in 
vain, even to male all ready. Our hoſts would 
then go out to the battle with a h and re- 
turn with ſongs of triumph; and the 2vrath; of 
God would-ceaſe from be multitude.— The ge- 
nerality of us, thus actuated by the love of the 
moſt high, and returned to the paths of obe- 
dience, we might then n ex- 
pect, that the Lord would ;/et:u5 an high ee 
all nations on eurths that we ſnould be bleſſed in 
all that us put our  hands-unto—its the city, aud 
in the feld; in the fruit of our bodies, and in the 
fruit of our grounds; inthe fruit of our cattle, 
the encreaſe of aur kine, and the flacks gf our 
ſheep; in our baſeet and aur ſlore, in aur commg- 
in and going-out. And then might we hope 
that the Lord would cauſe our enemies that 
riſe up againſt us, to be ſmitten before our face; 
and that, when they are — 1 ane 
auch, they: ſhauld, flee feven cu. Flu 
Mura) erto 


(26) 
Hlicherto the Love W has been pr 
poſed, as.one of the arly #wo.expedients, tofave 
us from 1 ruin; and rh deſeuvodly 
clairned the i mention, as being the , and 
moſt. generous principle that can actuate a rea- 
enable ſoul; not only as it implies gratitude to- 
wards our greatef benefactor, affection towards 
the bef?, and: reverence towarils the greateſ of 
all beings, but, likewiſe, as it excludes all /ow 
and mercenary conſiderations; and turns our 
thoughts towards our m 4#1worthineſs, and the 
emazing goodneſs, the great and wonderful mer» 
cies: already vouchſaſed us, were it wa our 
rontinuance has preſervation in hife. 1 1 1 
But, leſt there ſhould be fome among us, of 
b im penuous diſpoſitions, who inſtead of be- 
ing bound by the cords ꝙ love, ſtand in need of 


the terror of the lord to awaken their attention, 
and 


them to return let it be obſerved, 
Farther, that if they will not, or cannot yet love 
him, they at leaſt ought to feur him. —if they 
cannot yet return. to him, with their t 
heart, nor take delight or cency in his 
ways; let them, at leaſt, ann.. 
and tremble at rs word. TAN 

And, indeed, tis Big W his 3 
is o why v upon the multi tua viſible, not 
Wr ſtirring —— and fucceſsful ene- 
mies againſt us round about, but in the ifa- 
— > "he %;te it os 9 
Frrength, and the inglorious returns of our prauu- 
- eee wo, in that 9 
44 


(27 
tumult and diforder, thoſe arts of rapine and p. 
preſſion, that mortality nurtuin and dearth; 
Which we hear every where complained of; 
and which there want not wretchesto promote, 
by diminiſhing the flaf of life, if not poiſoning. 
it with their adualleralionn. 
Burely, all this is enough to alarm us, thoſe 
eſpecially whoſe hope lies chrefly before them; 
and whoſe' moſt anxious defires are after the 
things of his Hife.—If, then, we are not moved 
ar theſe things, we muſt needs confeſs, that 
even the tubborn Jews, the backſliding children” 
of Tſrael, were leſs ſtupid than we: for when 
God flew them, or ſmote them with any plague 
or trouble ; then, at leaſt, they ſought him, and 
enquired early after God—thry REMEMBERED: 
that was their ftrength, and that the High 
God was their redremer. © OG 

Fear, tis true, as it ſignifies Mad or alarm, 
is a very ungenerous, a very unteelcome gueſt: 
yet is it altogether natural in the midſt of danger; 
eſpecially of ſurb danger as we have not proer,. 
one, .. 

To ſpeak, indeed, of our eternal intereſts, or 
of the mere concerns of the public, of the ruin 
of our happy conſtirution, and the ſalvation of 
our fouls, would make but /mall impreſſion on 
tke minds of thoſe, who are only to be moved 
by the confiderations of things preſent and /er-" 
Alle; and have been accuſtomed to fear natu- 
ral miſeries only, the mere pains of  ſenſs and 
calamities of the body.—Well, then, if Sud 
* = ſufferings 
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ſigfering.—if want, fickneſs, diſeaſe and death 
are the only things we are wont to dread let 
them, at leaſt, awaken our fear of y1M, who is 
the ſole original diſpenſer of them; and teach 
us at once, to fear him who can kill the body; 
and alfo, after that, can defiroy both ſoul and body 
rr cr 
* Now, the evils we have, hitherto, felt in 
private life, however great to fome individuals, 
however matter of complaint in general, are 
nothing in compariſon of thoſe, which the Al- 
mighty may ye? inflict upon us even in is 
world. The fword has not yet reached our bor- 
ders, neither are our young men lain therewith; 
our ſtrong-bolds are not yet ſet on fire, nor our 
children daſhed againſt the ſtones in the midſt of 
us.—But, how much reaſon ſoever we may 
have to think that none of theſe things may be- 
fall us—is it as clear, is it as improbable, that 
earthquakes peſtilence or famine ſhall not deſtroy: 
us ?—The jr] of theſe we, not long ſince, had 
a dreadful example cr, in a neighbouring na- 
tion; as well as ſome earlier warnings of, in. 
our own. And as to ſickneſs and plague, how 
eafily, how naturally may they not ariſe in a 
time of general ſcarcity and dearth, —If the Al- 
mighty ſhould continue to | an the beaſts of 
the field to be conſumed, and cauſe the herbs of 
the field to wither for the wickedneſs of thoſe that 
dwell in the land—or, ſhoald the wickedneſs of 
thoſe that dwell in the land ſtill go on to make the 
eyes of the needy to fail, and withold the provi- 


- 
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"2 40. = 
7 Re Bread from the Angry "alk. now, we 
lein; and he will tell thee—what calamitous 


diſorders may thence ariſe; diſorders infectious 
epidemical and mortal; ſuch as may cauſe {hou 


lands to fall befide ane, and ten-thauſand at one's 


right hand !/—Thus, among innumerable other 
methods, may the Almighty diſplay his ven- 
geance, to puniſh a guilty land; to puniſh it 
even with it's own inventions; while the 5 


preſſor and the oppreſſed fall down together, — 
the chaſtiſement of the people ſhall go forth 


with a curſe on the head of Him Fw hs 


buldeth the corn. 
Will ye nat then fear me, faith the pes aul 


ye not tremble at my word? My. judgments are 


already abroad, will ye not Je learn righte- 


oufneſs ? 
Indeed, could we but once be brought to 


fear God, and to ſtand in awe of his judgments, 


we ſhould. be naturally led-on to obedience; to 


avoid his diſſ Tp —4 by keeping back from 


tranſgreſſion, 1 to be ed to do thoſe 
things that are right he conſequence of this 
would be proſperity and 5 and, unleſs we, 
afterwards, ſhould be mon/ir0ly ungrateful i in- 
deed, we. ſhould go on from one degree of 
ſtrength to another, and from #eading his ven- 
geance, ſhould learn to adore his. mercy; and to 


love and obey HIM with our whole beart, who | 


would thus have ſhewed himſelf ee 


ready help in time of trouble. 


Mean while, amazing it is, That we of this 


nation, in particular, ſhould need ſo much en- 


= 3 treaty, 
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treaty, ſo many arguments and repeated per- 
ſuaſions, to love and fear God, and to keep bis 1 
mandments e, who have had /% many and ſo 
great. deliverances to be thankful for, that 
hardly the hiſtory of any nation (that of the 
Thhaclites excepted) can furniſh any thing pa- 
rallel, either as to the Frequency, fupri 2 
or importance of them. 

Had we, like the heathen, but few means of 
knowing and practiſing our duty —had we only .. 
maimed defoctive or fallible rude to go by—or. 
had we a leſs clear revelation of the divine will, 
than that whieh now lies before us for our in- 
ſtruQion ; ſomething might poſſibly be ſaid, to 
extenuate our guilt, and account for our amaz- 
ing aeprauity. But, nothing of this kind can 
be ſuggeſted in our behalf.— We all 4now, or 
may know, the ſeveral duties required of us; 
may be all inſtructed, and aſiſted in the diſ- 
charge of them; and have, all, the fame gib- 
ricus and wnſpeakable hopes to ani mate our obe- 
dienee — the conſlant and endleſs favor of God; 
the a/zfance of bis Mlefſed ſpirit here, and the 
inefable joys the permanent and unmixt felicitis 
of his preſence hereaſte. 

The ſcriptures are open to the view and 2 
ing of ALL: the. word is not hid from the 
ple, or locked 1p in an unknown tongue, as it is 
among thoſe of "the church of Rome. And the 
terms of our acceptance, the conditions of our 
faboation are plain and intelligible to the meaneſt 
underſtanding. No longer does God require 
n ceremonies, burthenſome rites, or coſtly 


ſacrifices; 
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facrifices; but, in the moſt abſolute ſenſe of the 
words, all that the Lord our God now requires 
of us, in order to ſecure his favor, 70 ſee good 
days, and to enter into life eternal, is 40 do 275 'E 
to love mercy, and walk humbly ob our God. 
But, the misfortune is, that we either 7otally 
neglect thoſe ſacred pages, the words , eternal 
life; or read them only with a careleſs indiffe- 
rence, without making the IE application of 
them to ourſelves. Whereas, when we ſet about 
peruſing the works of thoſe inſpired pen- men, 
we ſhould conſider, with St. Paur, that they 
were intended for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, and for inſtruction in righteouſneſs; and 
that all the actions and events which are there 
recorded, were recorded for our rand and 
adewonition. 
The BIBLE, being, as baſins chiiruet, "ol 
hiflory of providence, in which, not only the 
actions of men, but the diſpenſations of the A. 
mighty are deſcribed, together with his ſeveral 
motives of acting; we ſhould be careful, ſo far 
to accommodate them to the things of our own 
times, as to compare the ſeveral remarkable 
events that occur at preſent, with thoſe which 
came to paſs in thoſe earher days; and thence, 
endeavor to diſcover the mo probable cauſes 
of thofe calamities which may, at any time, 
threaten or overtake us. In doing thus, We 
ſhall find, that obedience to the divine com- 
mands, and integrity of manners, were ever 
attended with national ſucceſs and proſperity; 


and that . and Joofeneſs of morals, con- 
feantly 


* 


. 


the multitude; flirred-uþ their enemies round 
about, and brought upon the people, the ſword, 
the poſilence and the famine, according to the 
aggravation of their offences, and the indigna- 
tion of their God. —And, though the Iſraelites 
were, indeed, more immediately under a rheo- 
cracy or divine government, and that the Al- 
mighty was their Z:7g as well as God, the ſu- 
Pont governor of the people; yet, 
(nay, for that very reaſon) may their hiſtory 
ſerve to teach us the way of the Lord; and in- 
cline us to conſider the method of his judgments 
and his dealings, in his oral government over 
In fact, he, who conſiders ever fo little, 
muſt acknowledge, that almoſt every thing 
which may be eſteemed a reverſe of fortune to 
our nation, ſprings from the like ſources as 
thoſe from which the ſcripture derives the na- 
rional calamities of the Jewiſh people. —Agree- . 
ably hereto, the obſervation of Achior, a cap- 
tain of Holofernes, on the Jews, may not im- 
properly be applied to ourſelves: —bile they de- 
parted not from their God, they proſpered; becauſe 
rhe God that hateth iniquity was with them. But, 
when they departed from the way which he appointed 
rbem, they were deſtroyed in many battles very ſore ; 
and were led captives in a land that was not theirs; 
ant the temple of their God was caſt to the ground, 
and their cities were taken by the enemies. 
And what then, can ve expect, when all 
theſe things are diſregarded; and when we 
9 — * ſtill 
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ill continue blindly in the error gf our. ways, 
in the monſtrous iniquities and vicious pe | 
tions, before mentioned ?_ , _. 
It was the enquiry of the wiſe 4 of Sirach 
— How can be gel wiſdom that boldeth the. 
Fray that glorieth in the goad, that driveth 
oxen, and is occupied tn their pps and whoſe 
talk is of bullocks? And may it not, with equal. 
propriety, be demanded—How can. they attend 
ro judgment, underſtand wiſe counſel, or — the 
ſentence of wiſdom in debate, that \follow after 
pleaſures, that glory in the ſpur, that cbear the 
dogs and are occupied in their ſports, and whoſe 
zal 7s of borſes? How .can he face danger, | 
whoſe hope is on earth? or look death in the 
face, who ſees no Heaven beyond it? How. 
can he be honeſt, that followeth after rewards; 5. | 
. or he ſeek fame, that loveth gifts? And, ina | 
word, how ſhall he deſerve honour, that neg-. 
le&eth his G od, and aefpifeth that fraj- hien | 
endureth for ever ; 
Yet after all, ſuch 7s the caſe wh 700 Bam 
among us—not among thoſe in high Jife only, 
but alſo among us, their ſeemingly more worthy 
CENSURERS ; among all ranks of people, even 
among all the multitude thereof, God grant, 
however, that the time poſt may Suffice. us to 
have wrought the will of the Gentiles, and to | 
have walked according to the courſe of this wworld ! 
— God grant that we may be wiſe in time— 
that we may confider and Jay” to heart, and 
amend the evil of our dojngs ! Who can tell, 
but God may then turn and repent, and turn 
away 
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anvay from bis er anger, that We periſh not 2 


Who knoweth, but that he will yer return and 
be gracious ; and leave @ bleſſing behind him f 
To this purpoſe, let us, in the mean time, ad- 


dreſs him with the gdeepef humility, in the 
words of the prous, as well as politic Fudith !— 
Behold, Lord! the Afſyrians are muluplied in 


therr ee are exalted with horſo and mun 
glory in the ſtrength of their fcotmen,— 
They truſt in fhield and ſpear, Mr bow and fling; 


and know not that thru art the Lord, that breakeſt . 
the battles. The Lord is thy name brot 


down their firength in thy power ! and bring 


pur poſcd to defile thy ſunctuary, and to pollute thy 


tabernacle, where thy glorious name refteth; and 


t call down, with'the 1 the horn of thy altar. 


Bobold their pride, and ſend thy wrath upon 
their heads !—Thy power flandeth not in multi- 


tude, nor thy ade br in ſtrong men: for, thou art 
the helper of the oppreſſe ed, an uphalder of the weak, 


@ protettor of the forlorn, a Saviour of them that 


are avithout hope. Lads, pray thee, O God of mY 
| fathers! and God of the inheritance of Iſrael! 


Lord of the heavens and earth, creator of the 
waters, King of every creature, hear thou our 
prayer and make every nation and tribe ib d- 


knowledge, that thou art the God of all pruver and 


might; _ that there 15 none other that en 
the people o, Iſrael, but Thou. = 


To whom, Father Son and TROP © Ghoſt be 


aſcribed, &c; Amen! 


4 0038 
FIN 8 


dren their force in thy wrath ! For, they have 


